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PUBLIC  HEALTH  DEPARTMENT, 

74,  TOWNGATE, 

LEYLAND,  LANCS. 

REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

for  the  year  ending  31st  December,  1948. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Council  of  the  Urban  District  of  Leyland 

Mr.  Chairman,  Mrs.  Kelley,  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  my  Annual  Report  upon  the  health  of  Leyland  during  the  year 
ending  31st  December,  1948. 

The  usual  statistics  relating  to  births,  deaths,  infectious  diseases  etc.,  supplied  by  the  Registrar 
General  and  the  County  Health  Department  will  be  found  in  the  report.  In  addition  details  of  the 
work  carried  out  by  the  Health  Department  throughout  the  year  are  given,  and  will,  it  is  hoped,  serve 
to  illustrate  something  of  the  work  which  is  necessary  if  a  full  service  is  to  be  rendered  to  the  inhabitants 
of  the  area. 

The  future  health  of  any  community  is  dependant  upon  the  care  and  attention  which  are  devoted 
to  building  up  the  health,  strength  and  resistance  to  disease  of  the  younger  end  of  its  population.  Leyland 
is  fortunate  in  this  respect,  it  has  all  those  services  provided  which  are  necessary  to  achieve  that  object 
and  efforts  have  been  directed  this  last  few  years  to  ensure  that  staple  items  of  diet  of  the  young,  particu¬ 
larly  milk,  are  under  continual  tests  for  quality  and  purity.  The  full  energies  of  the  Public  Health  staff 
have,  in  the  year  under  review,  been  continued  and  extended  in  this  direction. 

The  building  up  of  a  wholesome  milk  supply  of  undoubted  purity  under  all  conditions  of  produc¬ 
tion,  and  in  all  conditions  of  weather  is  a  long  and  wearisome  process.  Success  cannot  be  obtained  in  a 
short  period  with  so  many  adverse  factors  to  be  overcome.  Frequent  testing,  advice  on  production 
methods,  improvements  at  the  farms  and  education  not  only  of  the  producer  but  of  the  retailer  and  the 
consumers  are  all  details  which  cannot  be  neglected. 

It  is  not  always  possible  to  reduce  the  progress  made  to  mere  figures  but  the  efforts  of  the  last 
few  years  are  showing  results  of  value. 

The  population  of  this  country  is  a  gradually  ageing  one.  The  span  of  life  has  lengthened  and 
the  numbers  in  the  higher  age  groups  are  increasing  in  each  succeeding  decade.  In  these  difficult  times 
of  rationing,  queues,  and  speed  of  life  generally,  the  older  ages  are  meeting  many  difficulties.  In  last 
year’s  report  it  was  indicated  that  an  enquiry  was  in  progress  in  this  area  to  ascertain,  if  possible,  the 
extent  of  these  difficulties.  This  survey  was  completed  during  the  year  and  the  summary  of  this  investiga¬ 
tion  will  be  found  in  this  report.  It  deals  with  the  difficulties  of  those  who  have  passed  the  three  score 
years  and  ten  mark,  and  particularly  those  who  live  alone. 
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The  health  of  the  district  in  the  year  1948  was  satisfactory  and  fortunately  no  epidemics  causing 
mortality  or  excessive  morbidity  visited  the  district.  The  few  cases  of  Poliomyelitis  of  the  previous  year 
were  not  repeated  in  1948  and  with  the  exception  of  a  widespread  outbreak  of  Measles  of  a  mild  but 
highly  infectious  type,  the  other  infectious  diseases  showed  a  reduction  in  numbers.  There  was  a 
reduction  in  the  number  of  deaths  and  the  number  of  births  was  slightly  reduced.  Although  the  number 
of  cases  of  Tuberculosis  notified  showed  an  increase  only  one  death  occurred. 

The  event  of  the  year  was  undoubtedly  the  coming  into  force  of  the  National  Health  Service 
Act  with  its  closely  associated  Acts,  the  National  Assistance  Act  and  the  Children’s  Act.  These  three 
Acts  will  have  a  profound  effect  upon  the  community  as  a  whole,  and  have  already  produced  something 
of  a  change  in  the  form  of  Local  Government. 

The  National  Health  Act  came  into  force  in  July,  1948,  and  from  that  time  many  of  the  activities 
in  health  previously  administered  by  Local  Sanitary  Authorities,  were  transferred  to  larger  bodies. 
Thus  hospitals  went  to  Regional  Hospital  Boards  ;  Immunisation,  vaccination,  all  child  welfare,  nursing 
and  ambulance  services  to  County  Councils,  and  Medical  Practitioner  Services  to  Executive  Councils 
This,  in  effect,  created  three  more  or  less  water-tight  compartments  in  control  of  health  but  with 
indifferent  measures  of  liaison  between  them,  but  future  years  doubtless  will  witness  useful  changes 
in  procedure. 

Many  of  the  functions  in  health  of  Local  Authorities  were  transferred  to  the  Lancashire  County 
Council.  In  a  County  so  large  as  Lancashire,  central  control  of  these  functions  would  have  proved 
unwieldy,  therefore  a  scheme  of  decentralisation  with  a  delegation  of  day  to  day  administration  was 
adopted  by  dividing  Lancashire  into  17  Medical  Divisions  and  giving  to  these  Divisions  many  of  the 
functions  formerly  exercised  by  Local  Sanitary  Authorities.  As  the  County  Districts  selected  representa¬ 
tives  to  serve  on  the  Divisional  Committees  in  proportion  to  their  population  the  local  interest  in  these 
health  services  was  duly  preserved. 

Thus  was  initiated  perhaps  something  of  a  revolution  in  Local  Government,  it  started  under 
pifficulties  but  future  years  may  prove  its  worth  to  the  community. 

The  environmental  services  of  the  Local  Sanitary  Authority  are  not  disturbed  by  these  Acts  and 
they  have  continued  to  function  as  in  the  past.  Attention  should  be  drawn  to  the  work  carried  out 
to  provide  a  cleaner  atmosphere  in  the  district  by  the  control  of  smoke  and  grit  emission. 

Physical  Features  of  the  Area. 

The  Urban  District  comprises  an  irregular  shaped  area,  with  its  greater  diameter  north  and 
west.  The  height  in  the  west  is  approximately  55  feet  above  the  datum  line  rising  in  the  east  to  250  feet. 
On  the  whole,  the  area  is  level,  and  the  rises  and  falls  are  of  a  gentle  nature. 

Geologically,  the  district  lies  on  a  plain  of  Triassic  Rock,  upon  which  are  deposited  a  Lower 
Boulder  Clay  layer,  a  layer  of  Middle  Drift  Sand,  and  an  Upper  Boulder  clay  layer.  In  the  southern 
part  of  the  district,  there  is  an  outcrop  of  sand  of  considerable  depth  and  approximately  400  yards  in 
width.  This  outcrop  dips  steeply  so  that  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Golden  Hill  it  is  some  80  feet  below 
the  surface.  The  three  layers  vary  considerably  in  depth  in  different  parts  of  the  area. 

Water  is  found  in  the  Middle  Drift-sand,  and  the  presence  of  this  probably  accounted  for  the 
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selection  of  this  area  by  settlers  in  the  distant  past.  The  shallow  wells  in  the  sand  layer  became  grossly 
contaminated,  and  at  one  time  gave  rise  to  an  outbreak  of  Enteric  Disease. 

In  the  Midge  Hall  area  there  is  a  layer  of  peat  some  12  feet  in  depth  overlying  the  three  layers 
of  Glacial  Drift. 

Two  small  rivers,  Lostock  and  Wymott  run  through  the  district  on  the  western  side.  Both 
rivers  overflow  their  banks  in  times  of  heavy  rain. 


Statistics  and  Social  Conditions  of  the  Area. 
Area  in  Acres — 3 ,798. 

Population  (Census  1931) — 10,575. 

Registrar  General’s  estimate  of  Population  (mid  1948) — 14,490. 
Number  of  inhabited  houses  (census  1931) — 2,990. 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (Ratebook,  1948) — 4,304. 

Rateable  Value — .£82,960. 

Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate — £329.1385. 


Social  Conditions  and  Amenities  of  the  District. 

The  district  is  mainly  industrial,  especially  in  the  centre,  but  there  are  areas  at  the  periphery 
devoted  to  farming  pursuits.  Industry  is  represented  by  a  Motor  Works,  Rubber  works,  Cotton  weaving, 
Bleach  works,  Munition  works,  and  Paint  works. 

There  was  practically  no  unemployment  in  the  area  in  1948,  nor  could  any  mortality  or  morbidity 
be  attributed  to  any  form  of  employment  in  the  district. 

No  review  of  the  social  conditions  of  an  area  would  be  complete  without  some  account  of  the 
cultural  background  in  which  its  inhabitants  live.  In  Leyland,  there  are  ten  churches  covering  almost 
every  aspect  of  religion,  and  attached  to  these  churches  there  are  three  church  halls  where  Sunday 
schools  are  held,  and  lectures,  debates,  dramatic  art,  dancing  and  music  are  enjoyed.  There  are  two 
Dramatic  Societies  in  the  area  which  give  plays  and  entertainment  for  the  public  as  well  as  encouraging 
the  art  amongst  young  people. 

There  are  two  cinemas  in  the  area,  and  there  are  two  halls  where  public  dances  can  be  held. 

In  the  realm  of  sport,  the  district  is  well  catered  for  by  grounds  which  are  regularly  used  by 
six  football  or  cricket  teams,  and  there  are  three  playing  fields  where  the  less  skilled  may  enjoy  similar 
sports.  There  is  also  a  good  nine  hole  golf  course. 

For  those  advancing  in  years,  there  are  seven  greens  where  the  ancient  sport  of  bowling  may 
be  played. 
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Vital  Statistics. 

Births. 


Live  Births — 

M. 

F. 

Total. 

Legitimate  .  .... 

137 

1 06 

243 

Illegitimate  .... 

7 

7 

14 

Total  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  .... 

144 

113 

257 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  population  . 

177 

Still  Births — 

Legitimate  . 

Illegitimate  . 

4 

4 

8 

Total  .  . . 

4 

4 

8 

Rate  per  1,000  total  live  and  still  births 

30 

Infantile  Mortality. 

Death  rate  of  infants  under  i  year  per  1,000  births  . 

Death  rate  legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  births 
Death  rate  of  illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  births 

Deaths. 

Death  rate  per  1,000  population  from  all  causes  . 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  . . 

Deaths  from  Measles . 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  . 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  2  years  of  age)  . 


35 

37 

Nil 


9-1 

22 

Nil 

Nil 

1 


Comparative  Table  of  Vital  Statistics. 


Per  1000  of  Population  Maternal  Mortality  Rate 


Live 

Birth 

Rate 

Crude 

Death 

Rate 

Death  Rate  Death  Rate 

from  Pulmonary  from 

Tuberculosis  Cancer 

Per  1000 
Live 
Births 

Per  1000  Total 
Live  and 
Still  Births 

Infantile 

Mortality 

Rate 

Mean  of  5  yrs.  1936-1940  .... 

15*9 

IX-5 

°-43 

1. 16 

4-33 

4-12 

49 

Mean  of  5  yrs.  1941-1945  .... 

l8.2 

10.9 

0.31 

1.38 

0.69 

O.67 

42 

1 945  . 

18.4 

1 1.2 

0.29 

I-3I 

Nil 

Nil 

35 

1946  . 

l8.6 

1 1 .0 

0.28 

x-54 

3-75 

3-67 

33 

1947  . 

21.7 

10. 1 

0.20 

1.04 

Nil 

Nil 

63 

1948  . 

177 

9.1 

Nil 

1. 51 

Nil 

Nil 

35 

County  of  Lancaster  . 

17.21 

11.74 

0.34 

1.83 

1.C9 

1.07 

40 

England  and  Wales  . 

18.2 

11.0 

0.44 

1. 91 

N.A. 

1.02 

34 

(N.A., 

not  available). 
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The  Birth  rate  showed  a  slight  decrease  as  compared  with  the  previous  year,  and  the  Death  rate 
also  showed  a  further  decrease. 

The  Death  rate  from  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  was  Nil,  and  the  Infantile  Mortality  rate  (Infants 
under  i  year)  was  reduced  to  a  figure  better  than  that  of  England  and  Wales  generally. 

The  number  of  deaths  from  Cancer  showed  an  increase  upon  1947.  For  the  second  year  there 
were  no  deaths  from  Puerperal  causes. 

Ana'ysis  of  Causes  of  Death. 


Cause. 

M . 

F. 

Total. 

Tuberculosis  (all  forms)  . 

.  — 

1 

1 

Cancer  (all  sites) . 

.  12 

10 

22 

Diabetes  . 

.  1 

2 

3 

Intra  Cranial  Vascular  Lesions  . 

.  6 

11 

i? 

Heart  Diseases  . 

.  21 

19 

40 

Diseases  of  Circulatory  System  . 

.  3 

3 

6 

Bronchitis  .  * . 

.  4 

3 

7 

Pneumonia  . 

.  2 

— 

2 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases  . 

.  3 

— 

3 

Diarrhoea  under  2  years  . 

.  1 

— 

1 

Appendicitis  ....  . 

— 

1 

1 

Nephritis  . 

.  5 

2 

7 

Premature  Birth . 

.  2 

2 

4 

Congenial  Malformations,  etc.  . 

.  2 

— 

2 

Road  Traffic  Accident  . 

.  3 

— 

3 

Other  violent  causes  . 

.  3 

— 

3 

All  other  causes  . 

.  5 

6 

11 

Totals  . 

.  73 

60 

133 

The  following  Table  shows  some  comparative  figures  over  a  period  of  the  last  28  years. 


Table  of  Two  Decades. 


Per  1000  Population  Enteric  Fever 


Period 

Birth 

Rate 

Death 

Rate 

Phthisis 

Death 

Rate 

Cases 

Deaths 

I-I930  .... 

*5-7 

12.4 

O.47 

5 

3 

I-I94O  .... 

15. 1 

1 1.6 

O.4I 

9 

2 

1941  .... 

16. 1 

10.2 

O.44 

2 

1 

1942  .... 

16.7 

10.3 

O.5I 

— . 

— 

*943  •••• 

19. 1 

“•5 

Nil 

1 

— 

W44  •••• 

20.8 

"•5 

0.36 

— 

— 

*945  •••• 

18.4 

11. 2 

0.29 

- — 

— 

1946  .... 

18.6 

11. 0 

0.28 

— 

• — 

1947  .... 

21.7 

IO.I 

0.20 

- — 

— 

1948 

17.7 

9.1 

Nil 

— 

— 

Diphtheria 


Cases 

64 
I  19 
22 
20 
10 
10 

5 


Deaths 

9 

3 

1 

2 


Scarlet  Fever 

Diarrhoea 

Infantile 

Mortality 

Cases 

Deaths 

Deaths 

Rate 

343 

3 

5 

72 

428 

5 

6 

60 

64 

— 

— . 

53 

29 

— 

3 

57 

53 

— 

1 

42 

48 

— 

— 

28 

27 

— . 

2 

35 

29 

— 

— 

33 

34 

— - 

1 

63 

29 

— 

1 

35 
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Causes  of  Death. 

Diseases  of  the  Heart  produced  the  largest  number  of  deaths  in  both  males  and  females. 

Cancer.  The  number  of  deaths  from  Malignant  Diseases  in  all  parts  of  the  body  showed  an 
increase  upon  1947. 

Bronchitis  and  Pneumonia  caused,  respectively,  7  and  2  deaths. 

Intra  Cranial  Vascular  Lesions  produced  17  deaths.  These  deaths  include  all  forms  of 
“  strokes  ”  and  provide  some  indication  of  the  increasing  age  of  the  population  and  the  greater  strains 
of  modern  life. 

Tuberculosis.  Deaths  from  all  forms  of  this  disease  showed  a  decline  not  only  upon  the  previous 
year,  but  also  upon  the  previous  ten  year  average.  The  rate  is  also  less  than  that  of  England  and  Wales 
and  of  Lancashire. 

Infantile  Mortality.  Nine  deaths  occured  in  infants  under  1  year  of  age,  7  of  them  were 
males  and  2  females.  The  Infantile  Mortality  rate,  35  per  1,000  births  is  low  compared  with  the  rest 
of  the  Country,  and  with  that  of  the  County  of  Lancashire.  The  causes  of  death  are  given  below  : — 

Prematurity .  4 

Congenital  Malformation,  Birth  Injuries  and  Infantile  Diseases  ....  2 

Maternal  Mortality.  There  were  no  deaths  recorded  from  diseases  associated  with  pregnancy 

« 

GENERAL  PROVISIONS  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  OF  THE  AREA. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  : — 

G.  G.  Wray,  M.D.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H.  (not  in  general  practice). 

Other  Public  Appointments  : — 

M.O.H.  Fulwood  U.D.C. 

M.O.H.  Longridge  U.D.C. 

M.O.H.  Walton-le-Dale  U.D.C. 

M.O.H.  Preston  R.D.C. 

Divisional  Medical  Officer — Health  Division  No.  4. 

Sanitary  Inspector  : — H.  Cheetham,  Cert.R.San.I.,  Meat  Certificate,  R.S.I.,  Building  Certificate 

(Higher  National)  (Distinction),  Associate  Member  of  the  Institute 
of  Public  Cleansing. 

Also  Cleansing  Superintendent. 

Additional  Sanitary  Inspector G.  Walsh,  Cert.R.San.I.  and  S.I.E.J.B.,  Meat  Certificate,  R.S.I. 
Public  Vaccinator  for  the  Area  : — Dr.  C.  M.  Willmott  up  to  July,  1947. 

Certifying  Factory  Surgeon  : — Dr.  C.  M.  Willmott. 

Laboratory  Services. 

The  Laboratory  of  Wigan  Royal  Infirmary  was  used  to  examine  specimens  for  the  diagnosis 
of  cases  of  Infectious  Diseases,  and  for  pathological  specimens  for  ordinary  diseases. 

The  following  examinations  were  made  : — 

14  swabs  for  Diphtheria. 
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The  Laboratory  of  Preston  Royal  Infirmary  was  used  for  the  bacteriological  examination  of 
milks,  for  tests  for  Tubercle  Bacillus  in  milks,  and  for  tests  for  ice  cream. 

Ambulance  Services  Up  to  July,  1948. 

Cases  of  Infection  were  removed  in  the  Ambulance  owned  by  the  Infectious  Diseases  Joint 
Hospital  Board  of  Heath  Charnock. 

Accidents,  cases  of  illness,  maternity  cases  and  emergency  cases  of  all  kinds  were  transported 
in  the  ambulance  and  car  owned  and  run  by  the  Urban  District  Council. 

In  addition,  Leyland  Motors  provide  an  ambulance  service  to  remove  accidents  from  their 
works  to  ana  from  hospital. 

The  Council  service  consisted  of  one  Austin  Ambulance,  and  one  car  for  sitting  cases.  The 
personnel  was  composed  of  one  male  and  one  female  driver  under  the  supervision  of  the  Surveyor. 

After  July,  1948,  the  Council  continued  to  run  the  Ambulance  Service  as  agent  for  the  County 

Council.  The  staff  was  increased  to  deal  with  the  increased  number  of  calls  and  to  provide  for  the 
44  hour  week  for  the  personnel. 

Nursing  in  the  Home. 

Up  to  July  these  duties  were  performed  by  the  Nurses  employed  by  the  Leyland  Nursing  Associa¬ 
tion.  Two  Nurses  were  employed.  The  Nursing  Service  in  the  future  will  be  part  of  the  services  placed 
upon  the  County  Council  and  by  them  delegated  to  the  Health  Division.  The  Nursing  Association 
continued  to  act  as  agent  for  the  County  Council  till  the  end  of  1948. 

County  Council  Services  in  the  Area. 

Midwifery  Service. 

Two  midwives  employed  whole-time  by  the  Lancashire  County  Council  resided  in  the  area. 
Their  names,  addresses  and  telephone  numbers  were  : — 

Miss  Toal,  30  Canberra  Road,  Leyland.  Tel.:  81167. 

Airs.  Ralphs,  “  Ashfield,”  Preston  Rd.,  Euxton.  Tel.:  Chorley  2370. 

Ante-natal  Clinic. 

Meetings  were  held  weekly  at  the  School  Clinic  in  Somerset  Road.  Clinical  examinations, 
advice  and  treatment  were  given  to  expectant  mothers  by  the  Obstetrical  Specialist,  Mr.  Corbett,  of  the 
Preston  Royal  Infirmary  under  the  County  Counci1  Scheme.  In  cases  of  disproportion,  abiormalitv, 
or  difficulties  in  home  conditions  the  mothers  were  admitted  to  the  Maternity  Sections  of  Preston 
Royal  Infirmary  or  Sharoe  Green  Hospital.  Where  dental  attention  was  necessary  this  was  given  by 
the  County  Council  Dentist  at  the  Clinic.  Eleven  mothers  received  treatment  and  attended  on  26 
occasions. 

The  number  of  women  who  attended  the  Clinic  in  1948  was  194  and  they  made  690  attendances. 

After  delivery,  mothers  were  encouraged  to  attend  for  examination,  advice  or  any  treatment 
necessary.  The  number  who  attended  was  45  and  they  made  49  attendances. 

The  Child  Welfare  Centre. 

This  met  every  Wednesday  afternoon  at  Quin  Street  Congregational  School  with  an  Assistant 
Divisional  Medical  Officer  and  a  County  Health  Visitor  in  attendance  at  each  session.  Each  mother  was 
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advised  upon  infant  care  and  management,  and  each  baby  received  an  examination  for  general  nutrition 
and  for  abnormality.  Minor  treatment  was  given  at  the  Centre  or  at  the  Clinic,  and  more  serious  defects 
were  sent  to  general  or  specialised  hospitals. 

During  the  year  522  children  attended  and  they  made  5250  attendances. 

The  School  Clinic  was  available  for  the  treatment  of  Minor  Ailments,  Dental,  Ophthalmic, 
and  Orthopaedic  conditions. 

The  Minor  Ailments  section  which  provided  treatment  for  injuries,  skin  diseases,  eye  diseases 
and  throat  diseases  was  held  on  two  days  per  week  (Monday  and  Thursday).  At  these  sessions  parents 
brought  their  children  for  inspection,  for  advice,  or  for  treatment.  Children  under  school  age  also 
received  treatment  at  the  same  sessions. 

The  number  of  children  in  attendance  was  432  and  they  made  1738  attendances.  102  children 
under  school  age  made  161  attendances. 

Dental  Clinic. 

Children  of  all  ages  up  to  the  time  of  leaving  school  were  treated  and,  as  stated  above,  treatment 
was  also  given  to  expectant  mothers.  862  children  attended  on  1958  occasions.  In  all  15 II  children 
attended  for  inspection.  For  the  extraction  of  teeth  600  anaesthetics  were  given.  The  section 
was  in  charge  of  a  County  Dental  Surgeon  (Mr.  Wignall)  and  a  Dental  Assistant. 

Ophthalmic  Clinic. 

This  section  was  held  fortnightly  (Friday  afternoon)  for  the  treatment  of  defective  vision,  of 
squint,  or  any  other  abnormalities  of  the  eye.  Dr.  Hughes,  one  of  the  Ophthalmic  Surgeons  from 
Preston  Royal  Infirmary,  attended.  During  1948  415  schoolchildren  attended  and  made  470  attendances 
in  addition  79  children  under  5  years  attended  on  85  occasions. 

Orthopaedic  Clinic. 

This  clinic  was  held  once  per  month  (first  Monday  afternoon)  when  an  Orthopaedic  Surgeon. 
(Dr.  Johnston)  and  an  Orthopaedic  Nurse  were  in  attendance,  in  addition  to  other  members  of  the 
County  Staff.  At  this  clinic  attended  children  suffering  from  Deformities  of  bone  or  joint,  and  cases 
of  Paralysis  of  all  kinds.  The  children  attending  were  inspected,  received  treatment,  or  were  referred 
to  specialised  hospitals  for  more  extensive  treatment.  Parents  in  attendance  were  instructed  in  exercises, 
in  management,  and  in  general  rehabilitation  of  the  abnormalities.  The  Orthopaedic  Nurse  attended 
each  Monday  afternoon  to  give  exercises,  replaster,  adjust  and  fit  surgical  appliances,  and  any  other 
treatment  required.  The  number  of  children  in  attendance  was  146  and  they  attended  for  inspection 
or  treatment  on  510  occasions. 

Where  extensive  hospital  treatment  was  required,  these  children  were  sent  to  the  Lancashire 
County  Council  Orthopaedic  Hospital  at  Biddulph. 

Special  Defects. 

Children  suffering  from  Blindness,  Partial  Sight,  Deafness,  or  Mental  Deficiency  were  referred 
to  Special  Schools  or  Institutions. 

Blind  Children  were  sent  to  Henshaw’s  Blind  School,  Manchester. 

Partially  Sighted  Children  to  the  Fulwood  Partly  Sighted  School  (This  is  really  a  sight¬ 
saving  school  in  effect). 

Deaf  and  Dumb  Children  were  sent  to  the  Royal  Cross  School  in  Preston. 

Mentally  Defective  Children,  after  certification,  became  the  charge  of  the  Lancashire  Asylums 


Board. 
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Tuberculosis. 

Prior  to  July,  1948,  patients  notified  to  be  suffering  from  any  form  of  this  disease  were  deaff 
with  by  the  Lancashire  County  Council  Tuberculosis  Staff.  After  July,  however,  the  Medical  Officers 
were  transferred  to  the  Regional  Hospital  Board,  but  continued  to  operate  in  the  same  County  Council 
clinics,  as  previously.  The  Nursing  Staff  became  part  of  the  Health  Divisional  Staff  and  continued 
their  duties  as  in  the  past. 

The  Dispensary  for  this  area  was  in  charge  of  a  Tuberculosis  Medical  Officer  and  a  Nurse 
specially  trained  and  qualified  in  Tuberculosis. 

In  this  district  the  number  of  persons  on  the  Tuberculosis  Register  at  the  end  of  the  year  was  : — 

1948  1947 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  .  56  53 

Non-Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  .  '  ....  .  21  18 

77  7i 


There  were  13  primary  notifications  (7  Pulmonary,  6  Non-Pulmonary)  in  1948,  and  1  death. 

Eight  persons  were  removed  from  the  register. 

Four  as  “  recovered,”  1  as  left  the  district,  2  as  died  from  other  causes,  and  1  death  from 
Tuberculous  Meningitis. 

The  Table  below  gives  the  number  of  new  cases  and  the  deaths. 


Tuberculosis. 

New  Cases  and  Mortality  in  1948. 


Age 

Periods 

Years 


o  . 

1  . 

5  ....  . 

10  . 

15  . 

20  . 

25  . 

35  . 

45  . 

55  . 

65  upwds. 

Totals 


New  Cases 


Deaths 


Respiratory 


M 


Non- 

Respiratory 


M 


2 

2 


Respiratory 


M 


Non- 

Respiratory 


M 
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Venereal  Disease. 


Under  the  County  Scheme  patients  suffering  from  these  diseases  received  treatment  at  the 
Special  Clinic  attached  to  the  Preston  Royal  Infirmary. 


Hospital  Accommodation. 


Infectious  Diseases  were  admitted  to  the  Joint  Hospital  at  Heath  Charnock.  The  number  of 
cases  admitted  to  this  hospital  in  1948  was  26. 

Smallpox  cases — there  were  none — would  be  admitted  to  the  Blackburn  Smallpox  Hospital 
at  Feniscowles. 


General  Disease.  Five  hospitals  were  available  for  patients  in  this  district  : 

(1)  Preston  Royal  Infirmary.  Ni 

(2)  Chorley  Hospital. 

(3)  Sharoe  Green  Municipal  Hospital,  Preston. 

(4)  Eaves  Lane  Hospital,  Chorley. 

(5)  St.  Joseph’s  Hospital,  Mount  Street,  Preston 

(for  private  patients). 


These  now  are  units  of  the 
Preston  Group  of  Hospitals. 


The  Prevalence  and  Control  of  Infectious  Disease. 


In  1948  the  number  of  cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  notified  was  266  as  compared  with  147  in  1947. 
This  increase  was  accounted  for  by  an  increased  number  of  cases  of  Measles.  The  number  of  cases 
of  Scarlet  Fever  was  about  the  average  number  for  the  district.  The  absence  of  Diphtheria  should  be 
noted. 


The  Table  below  gives  the  analysis  of  cases  : — 


Notifiable 

Disease 

T 

Ot£ 

d  C 

Ns 

es  Nc 

>tif 

ed 

Total  Deaths 

FI 

ospital 

Total  Cases 
j  all  Ages 

J  Under  1 

<N 

1 

CO 

1 

C\1 

"T 

1 

CO 

10 

1 

0 

T“H 

1 

10 

LO 

1 

O 

O 

<N 

1 

10 

T— < 

to 

CO 

1 

0 

(N 

10 

^F 

1 

10 

CO 

IO 

O 

1 

10 

65  &  over 

Total  Cases  1 
Removed  to 
Hospital 

Deaths  in 
Hospital  of 
persons  be¬ 
longing  to 
the  district 

Scarlet  Fever . 

Measles  . 

29 

209 

22 

3 

2 

I 

6 

i 

2 

l8 

2 

4 

67 

6 

4 

38 

6 

5 

56 

2 

8 

24 

5 

3 

.... 

3 

.... 

26 

•  •  •  • 

Whooping  Cough . 

Eiysipelas . . . 

Pneumonia.  . 

I 

I 

1 

2 

Dvsenterv . 

.... 

I 

.... 

.... 

.... 

Totals . 

266 

7 

23 

77 

48 

63 

37 

3 

3 

2 

1 

2 

.... 

26 

.... 

It  was  not  necessary  to  close  any  of  the  schools  on  account  of  Infectious  Disease  in  1948. 
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Immunisation  Against  Diphtheria. 

This  measure  to  control  the  occurrence  of  Diphtheria,  especially  amongst  children,  was  continued 
throughout  the  year.  Most  of  these  children  received  their  protective  inoculations  from  General  Prac¬ 
titioners  in  the  district.  There  were  no  sessions  at  the  Schools  during  the  year  but  sessions  were  held 
at  the  clinic. 

In  the  period  under  review,  m  children  under  the  age  of  five  years  were  protected  and  7 
children  of  school  age  were  immunised.  An  enumeration  of  the  number  of  children  known  to  be  im¬ 
munised  was  made  and  showed  that  825  under  school  age  and  1,458  of  school  age  (with  a  total  of  2,283) 
were  protected  by  immunisation  in  this  district.  With  the  child  population  in  the  district  estimated 
at  1,224  and  1,991  in  the  respective  groups,  the  percentage  of  children  immunised  in  194#  was 
under  5  group,  67%,  5  to  15  group,  73%,  and  a  percentage  for  all  children  up  to  15  years  of  71%. 

To  these  percentages  must  be  added  those  children  who  were  immunised  privately,  probably 
an  additional  5%  to  each  group. 

A  number  of  children  were  immunised  at  the  Clinic  during  the  year. 

The  degree  of  protection  possessed  by  the  children  of  this  district  against  Diphtheria  was 
sufficient  to  prevent  the  occurrence  of  cases  of  the  disease.  In  order  to  extend  the  period  of  immunity 
enjoyed  by  these  children  already  immunised  for  4  years  or  more  it  will  be  necessary  to  reinforce  their 
immunity  by  a  single  further  dose  of  serum.  All  parents  attending  the  Child  Welfare  Centre  are  supplied 
with  a  leaflet  urging  this  to  be  done  especially  before  the  child  enters  school. 

Under  the  National  Health  Service  Act,  Immunisation  has  been  transferred  from  the  local 
authority  to  the  Health  Division. 

The  Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food. 

Milk  and  Milk  Production. 

All  the  farms  were  inspected  regularly  and  also  the  vehicles  in  which  tne  milk  was  delivered. 

•  •  • 

The  number  of  farms  in  the  district  was  £3  with  an  approximate  number  of  cows  510.  The 
number  of  cowkeepers  including  the  dairy  farms  was  31.  There  were  15  milk  purveyors  (other  than 
cowkeepers).  All  these  farms  were  kept  in  satisfactory  order  and  no  alterations  or  improvements  were 
carried  out  during  the  year. 

In  the  Annual  Report  for  1947  it  was  mentioned  that  51  samples  of  milk  were  taken  for  Bacterio¬ 
logical  tests,  and  with  the  services  of  the  additional  Sanitary  Inspector  (Air.  Walsh)  it  has  been  possible 
in  1948  to  increase  the  number  of  samples  taken. 

The  number  of  samples  of  milk  taken  for  submission  to  Bacteriological  tests  was  134.  Of  these 
91  were  satisfactory,  43  unsatisfactory.  13 1  of  these  samples  were  tested  for  the  presence  of  the  Tubercle 
Bacillus,  of  which  126  were  negative  and  5  contained  the  germ.  These  latter  samples  were  reported  to 
the  Alinistry  of  Agriculture  through  the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health.  As  a  result  of  their  enquiries 
5  cows  were  slaughtered  under  the  Tuberculosis  Order,  1938. 

Twelve  samples  of  pasteurised  milk  were  examined.  Ten  were  found  to  be  correctly  heat-treated, 
and  2  insufficiently  heat-treated. 


14 


In  one  work’s  canteen  and  in  the  school  kitchen,  examinations  of  milk  were  made  to  ascertain 
the  causes  of  souring  of  the  milk.  Samples  were  taken  and  examined,  the  cause  found,  and  advice  given 
for  prevention. 

The  County  Sampling  Officer,  assisted  by  the  Council’s  Sanitary  Inspectors,  took  48  formal 
samples  of  milk  from  producers  in  the  district  and  6  “  appeal  to  cow  ”  samples.  All  were  genuine  with 
the  exception  of  the  following  : — 


Sample. 


Result. 


Action  Taken. 


I  Formal  milk. 


Deficient  22.6  per  cent,  fat  and  5.7  per 
cent,  solids-not-fat  whilst  the  freezing 
point  indicated  the  presence  of  3.0  per 
cent  of  extraneous  water  . 


Vendor  cautioned  as  “  appeal-to-cow  ” 
samples  were  also  low  in  fat  and  solids- 
not-fat.  Cooler  later  ascertained  to  be 
leaking  when  under  pressure. 


I  formal  milk. 


Deficient  15.0  per  cent  fat  and  low  in  Prosecution — case  dismissed, 

solics-not-fat  . . 


I  formal  milk.  Deficient  4.3  per  cent,  fat 

I  formal  milk.  Deficient  3.3  per  cent,  fat 


1 

Same  vendor — notified. 


Meat  and  other  Foods. 


Inspections  were  made  regularly  of  butchers’  shops,  shops  and  stalls  of  food  retailers. 
Approximately  8  cwts  of  meat  and  other  foods  were  condemned  and  voluntarily  surrendered 
as  unfit  for  human  consumption.  Further  details  of  these  will  be  found  in  Mr.  Cheetham’s  Report 
appended. 

Ice  Cream. 


Twenty-four  samples  of  ice  cream  were  taken  and  submitted  to  bacteriological  tests.  As  a  result 
of  the  tests  these  samples  were  placed  in  the  following  grades  : 

Grade  I  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  11  satisfactory. 

Grade  II  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  4  fairly  satisfactory. 

Grade  III  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  5  poor. 

Grade  IV  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  4  bad. 

Every  producer  and  retailer  in  the  district  was  issued  with  the  Ice  Cream  Regulations  and  every 
endeavour  was  made  by  visits,  advice,  and  admonition  to  encourage  the  production  of  a  clean  and 
satisfactory  product. 

It  was  not  necessary  to  take  legal  proceedings  nor  were  there  any  outbreaks  of  food  poisoning 
in  the  district  in  1948. 


Tuberculosis  Order  1938. 

As  mentioned  above,  five  cows  were  slaughtered  under  this  order  in  the  period  under  review. 
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Milk  in  School  Scheme. 

Practically  all  the  milk  used  in  the  schools  was  heat  treated  (Pasteurised).  The  County  Sampling 
Officer  took  samples  of  the  milk  used  at  each  school  and  these  samples  were  tested  bacteriologically 
for  cleanliness  and  also  for  the  presence  of  the  Tubercle  Bacillus.  All  were  satisfactory  and  free  of 
Tuberculosis. 


Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938. 


The  County  Samphng  Officer  (Mr.  Smithson)  took  the  following  sixty  samples  : — 


1  Sweetening  tablets. 

3  Compound  cooking  fat. 

1  Ham. 

1  Malted  milk  tablets. 

1  Malt  tablets. 

1  Semolina. 

1  Bacon. 

1  Malt  &  cocoa  beverage. 

4  Fish  paste. 

2  Barley. 

5  Bicarbonate  of  soda. 

I  Barley  flour. 

3  Barley  flakes. 

I  Pork  sausage. 

1  Ice  cream. 

2  Meat  pie. 

2  Borax. 

I  Boracic  ointment. 

2  Saccharine  tablets. 

2  Amoniated  tincture  of  quinine. 

2  Glauber’s  salts. 

1  Margarine. 

2  Boric  ointment. 

I  Cooking  fat. 

I  Butter. 

1  Coffee. 

1  Tea. 

2  Jam. 

1  Pickles. 

1  Syrup  of  figs. 

1  Castor  oil. 

1  Epsom  salts. 

1  Aspirin  tablets. 

1  Wine,  port  type. 

2  Camphorated  oil. 

3  Dried  eggs. 

2  Barley,  pearl. 

All  the  above  samples  were,  certified  by  the  Public  Analyst  to  be  genuine,  with  the  exception 
of  the  following  : — 


Sample.  Result.  Action  taken. 

I  Pork  sausage.  Contained  86  parts  per  million  sulphite  preservative  without 

declaration .  Vendor  cautioned. 


Smoke  Abatement. 

During  the  year  many  complaints  were  received  of  the  emission  of  black  smoke  and  the  depositing 
of  grit  from  industrial  chimneys  in  the  area.  Many  surveys  were  made  during  the  year  after  a  preliminary 
notice  had  been  sent  to  all  the  works  in  the  district,  notifying  them  that  the  provisions  of  the  Smoke 
Abatement  Sections  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  were  again  in  operation  after  being  in  abeyance 
during  the  war.  The  complaints  were  found  to  be  well  founded  both  for  smoke  and  for  grit.  Sampling 
plates  were  used  on  many  occasions  to  estimate  the  deposit  of  grit.  Inspections  were  made  of  the  furnaces 
and  the  methods  of  fuelling.  An  invitation  was  issued  to  an  official  of  the  Ministry  of  Fuel  and  Power 
to  make  an  inspection.  This  inspection  was  carried  out  and  remedies  suggested  which  proved  to  be 
insufficient.  Formal  notices  were  sent  to  all  the  offenders  and  it  was  decided  by  the  Council  to  adopt 
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Bye-Laws  for  Smoke  Abatement.  As  a  result  of  the  pressure  applied  to  the  industries  concerned 
mechanical  stokers  are  now  being  installed  in  the  works  of  the  chief  offenders. 

Water  Supply. 

An  account  of  the  work  of  the  water  undertaking  during  the  year  will  be  found  in  Mr.  Howe’s 
report  which  is  appended.  The  water  is  obtained  from  deep  wells  in  the  district  of  Clayton-le-Woods. 
This  water  is  hard  and  to  produce  a  water  of  softer  qualities  it  is  mixed  with  a  supply  of  Thirlmere 
Water  obtained  from  Manchester  Corporation.  The  .resultant  mixture  of  these  two  supplies  produces 
a  water  suitable  for  domestic  as  well  as  industrial  use. 

There  were  13  houses  not  supplied  from  Leyland  water  mains,  but  five  of  these  received  a  supply 
from  Preston  Rural  District  Council’s  mains.  The  other  eight  were  supplied  by  wells  of  the  shallow 
variety.  Samples  of  this  well  water  have  been  examined. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage. 

The  area  is  well  sewered,  except  on  the  outskirts.  The  Midge  Hall,  Longmeanygate,  Dunkirk 
Lane  West,  portion  of  South  Leyland  Lane,  Back  Lane,  Wigan  Road,  and  Heald  House  Road  sections 
are  not  yet  sewered.  These  areas  are  less  densely  populated  than  the  other  parts  of  the  district. 

The  main  sewers  convey  their  contents  by  gravity  to  the  Sewerage  Works  which  are  situated 
on  the  West  bank  of  the  River  Lostock  at  the  Ulnes  Walton  boundary.  The  system  of  sewage  disposal 
consists  of  a  mechanical  screen  with  a  gravity  flow  to  horizontal  sedimentation  tanks,  and  thence  pumped 
to  rotary  mechanical  arms  operating  over  coke  breeze  aeration  beds.  Humus  tanks  are  then  used  and 
the  final  effluent  discharges  into  the  River  Lostock. 

This  plant  is  of  comparatively  recent  design,  is  efficient,  sufficient  for  the  population,  and  produces 
a  satisfactory  effluent.  It  deals  with  some  750,000  gallons  of  sewerage  daily. 


Closet  Accommodation. 

A  table  analysing  the  position  for  Dwelling  Houses  has  been  prepared  by  Mr.  Cheetham  and 
is  given  below. 


1920 

1930 

1940 

1945 

1946 

1947 

1948 

No.  of  privy  closets  . 

809 

291 

209 

208 

208 

208 

208 

No.  of  pail  closets  . 

488 

374 

157 

150 

134 

125 

123 

No.  of  waste  water  closets  . 

11 

11 

11 

11 

11 

11 

10 

No.  of  houses  with  fresh  water  closets  . 

802 

2128 

3506 

3701 

3765 

3885 

4073 

No.  of  houses  with  ary  ash  pits  . 

355 

312 

95 

88 

88 

88 

88 

No.  of  premises  with  portable  ash  bins  . 

720 

2374 

4194 

4199 

4231 

43 1 5 

441 1 

Public  Cleansing. 

In  Mr.  Cheetham’s  Report,  which  is  appended,  will  be  found  the  details  of  this  service. 

Sanitary  Inspections. 

The  number  of  inspections  for  nuisances  and  for  defects  during  the  year  was  630,  and  354 
defects  were  found.  314  of  these  were  abated,  175  informal  notices  were  served  and  14  Statutory. 
There  were  no  legal  proceedings.  Fuller  details  of  these  inspections  will  be  found  in  Mr.  Cheetham’s 
Report. 
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Private  Streets  and  Back  Passages. 

A  programme  had  been  got  out  for  the  making  up  of  Private  Streets  but  no  work  was  undertaken 
for  this  purpose  during  1948  except  in  connection  with  the  housing  sites. 

The  approaches  to  the  Secondary  Modern  School  and  several  other  side  streets  are  on  the  list 
for  making  up  when  labour  and  materials  are  available. 

Aged  Persons. 

The  informal  enquiry  into  the  physical  state  of  those  old  people  who  live  alone,  and  the  effect 
which  rationing  has  or  else  likely  to  have  upon  their  health  and  general  well-being  was  completed. 

No  attempt  was  made  to  probe  into  their  private  affairs,  and  any  questions  asked  were  quite 
informal.  r 

Altogether,  forty-five  persons,  of  an  average  age  of  79,  live  alone.  Thirteen  of  these  are  over 
80  years. 

Nineteen  of  them  stated  that  their  general  health  was  good,  nineteen  that  their  health  was  fairly 
good,  and  seven  that  their  health  was  poor. 

Ten  persons  were  completely  satisfied  with  their  rations.  All  the  others  expressed  the  necessity 
for  more  food  and  of  greater  variety.  Fats  and  bacon  were  the  chief  deficiencies.  Some  still  in  employ¬ 
ment  desired  more  meat.  Soap  was  another  deficiency. 

Almost  all  those  old  people  expressed  their  appreciation  of  the  interest  which  was  being  taken 
in  them  by  this  informal  enquiry. 

Schools. 

There  are  eight  schools  in  the  district,  most  of  these  are  modern,  and  three  of  them  are  old  and 
inconvenient  for  scholastic  purposes.  Ventilation  and  lighting  in  the  new  schools  are  adequate,  but 
in  the  three  old  schools,  not  so  satisfactory. 

The  accommodation  available  is  used  to  its  full  capacity,  the  Playgrounds  are  sufficient  in  the 
newer  schools,  but  restricted  in  the  older  ones. 

Playing  Fields. 

There  are  three  playing  fields  available  in  the  district.  These  are  insufficient  to  cover  all  purposes, 
and  the  provision  of  one  for  each  warn  of  the  district  would  be  a  desirable  objective.  Plans  are  envisaged 
to  increase  these  facilities  in  the  future. 

Houses  and  Housing  Conditions. 

In  1948  92  permanent  houses  were  erected  by  the  local  authority.  In  addition,  4  houses  were 
erected  by  private  enterprise. 

At  the  end  of  the  year,  the  Council  had  in  course  of  erection  the  balance  of  284  permanent  houses. 
The  plan  to  provide  a  number  of  bungalows  for  aged  people  was  in  abeyance. 

Overcrowding  existed  in  parts  of  the  district  where  two  families  shared  a  house,  but  without 
a  complete  house  to  house  census  of  the  cistrict,  the  full  extent  of  this  overcrowding  was  not  known. 
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There  were  many  houses  in  the  district  where  extensive  repairs  were  necessary.  There  are 
several  houses  which,  by  reason  of  disrepair  and  other  defects,  will  be  scheduled  for  demolition  or  for 
replacement  when  such  is  possible. 

Factories,  Workshops  and  Bakehouses. 

General  supervision  was  exercised  over  the  sanitary  conveniences  and  the  hygiene  of  the  various 
mills  and  factories.  A  survey  of  the  factories  and  workshops  of  the  district  was  commenced. 

The  bakehouses  were  inspected  regularly.  They  were  satisfactory. 

The  canteens  and  food  kitchens  were  visited  and  inspected  during  the  year.  Their  condition 
was  quite  satisfactory. 

A  survey  was  made  during  the  year  of  the  sanitary  conveniences  and  general  hygiene  of  the 
factories  and  workshops  in  the  area. 

New  Legislation  initiated  in  1948. 

The  National  Health  Service  Act.  National  Assistance  Act.  Children’s  Act. 


Reports  Appended. 

(1)  Report  by  the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 

(2)  Water  Report  by  Mr.  Howe — Water  Engineer. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Lady  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 
G.  G.  WRAY, 


1 


August,  1949. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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THE  SANITARY  INSPECTOR’S  REPORT 

for  the  Year,  1948. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Leyland  Urban  District  Council. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Mrs.  Kelley  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  pleasure  in  submitting  the  following  report  on  the  Sanitary  work  of  the  Health  Department 
for  the  year  1948. 

Following  on  the  increased  supplies  of  building  materials,  Certificates  of  Essentiality  were, 
in  many  cases,  no  longer  required.  This  factor  along  with  the  increasing  of  the  amount  of  repair  work 
which  could  be  carried  out  without  a  Building  Licence,  considerably  reduced  the  number  of  complaints 
in  respect  of  repairs  to  dwelling-houses.  "It  will  be  realised  that  previously  many  owner-occupiers 
complained  to  this  department  about  the  condition  of  their  property  in  order  to  obtain  a  certificate 
of  essentiality  and  to  assist  them  in  obtaining  a  Building  Licence. 

The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  Sanitary  Inspection  work  carried  out  during  the  year  : — 


Dwelling-houses. 

Inspected  on  Complaint  . . 

Inspected  under  Housing  Acts . 

Routine  Inspections  . 

Infectious  Diseases  . 

Drains  . 

Drains  Tested  . 

Factory  and  Workshop. 

Inspections  . 

Unsound  Food. 

Premises  Inspected  . 

Rodent  Control. 

Premises  Inspected  . 

Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milkshops. 

Premises  Inspected  . 

Salvage  Inspections. 

Premises  Inspected  . 

Sanitary  Improvements  Effected. 

Defective  Slating  on  roof  . 

Defective  plaster  on  walls  and  ceilings 

Defective  eaves  gutters  . 

Perished  pointing  to  walls  . 

Decayed  woodwork  to  door  . 

Defective  brickwork  to  chimney  stack 
Defective  chimney  flue  . 


Inspections .  Re-inspections . 


.  329  175 

.  ...  68  138 

.  52  — 

.  30  6 

.  92  47 

12  8 

57  10 

68  12 

71  192 


65  - 

278  — 

Public  Health .  Housing . 


.  —  1 2 

.  —  9 


.  —  3 
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Defective  fireplace . 

Defective  roof  over  bay  window  . 

Defective  damp  proof  course  . 

Decayed  floor-boards  . 

Defective  flagging  to  floor  . 

Broken  window  cords  . 

Damp  floors  . 

Defective  downspout  . 

Defective  sash-window  . 

Perished  fillets  to  window  reveals 

Defective  drain  . 

Defective  W.C.  basin  . y . 

Broken  vent  shaft  . 

Defective  pail  to  pail  closet  . 

Dilapidated  Ash-bin  . 

Dilapidated  wash-boiler  . 

No  water  supply  to  W.C . 

Manure  deposited  so  as  to  be  a  nuisance 

Broken  gully  grating  . 

Defective  water  supply  . 

Defective  W.C.  cistern  . 

Choked  downspout  . 


Public  Health. 


3 

4 

i 

3 

42 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 
1 


Housing. 

3 

2 

3 

2 

1 

3 
5 

3 

3 

1 


Notices  Served  in  1948. 

Under  Public  Health  and  Housing  Acts  : — Preliminary  .  175 

Statutory  .  14 


Housing. 

One  dwelling  house  in  Dunkirk  Lane  was  represented  as  being  unfit  for  human  habitation  and 
a  Demolition  Order  was  made  and  the  house  demolished.  The  tenant  was  re-housed  by  the  Council. 

On  the  Broadfield  Council  Estate  ninety-two  permanent  houses  of  the  traditional  type  were 
completed  and  occupied  by  the  end  of  the  year. 

Four  houses  were  built  and  occupied  by  private  persons. 

The  remainder  of  the  two  hundred  and  eighty- four  houses  on  the  Broadfield  Estate  are  in  various 
stages  of  erection.  A  site  is  being  sought  by  the  Council  for  the  building  of  eight  houses  for  Agricultural 
Workers. 

Food. 


The  undermentioned  foods  were  inspected,  and  found  unfit  for  human  consumption 


Eggs 

Fish  (Raw)  .... 
Fish  (Tinned) 
Evaporated  Milk 
Jam  . 


1 8i-  dozen. 

250  lbs. 

65  lbs.  (125  Tins). 
102  lbs.  (112  Tins). 
2  lbs.  (3  Tins). 


21 


Vegetables  (Tinned)  . 

Cheese . 

Fruit  (Tinned)  . 

Fruit  Juice  . 

Meat  (Tinned)  . 

Meat  (Fresh)  . 

Cake  . . . 

Biscuits  . . 

Milk. 

Summary  of  information  with  reference  to  Farms  and  Dairies  — 

No.  of  Dairy  Farms  . 

Approximate  number  of  cows  . 

No.  of  Cowkeepers  . 

No.  of  “  Accredited  ”  Farms  . 

No.  of  “  Accredited  ”  Distributors  . 

No.  of  “  Pasteurised  ”  Distributors  . 

No.  of  “  Tuberculin  Tested  ”  Distributors  . 


24  lbs.  (19  Tins). 
17  lbs. 

62  lbs.  (30  Tins). 
20  lbs.  (14  Tins). 
54  lbs.  (20  Tins). 
324  lbs. 

24  lbs. 

3  lbs. 


30 

500 

32 

2 

1 

2 
4 


House  Refuse. 

Collection,  Disposal  and  Salvage  Work. 

The  weekly  collection  of  all  household  refuse  and  saNage  from  shops  was  maintained  throughout 
the  year. 

The  vehicles  employed  on  this  work  were  : — 

Lewin  8/16  Cubic  Yard  Dustless  loader  on  an  Austin  Chassis. 

Morris  Commercial  Two  Ton. 

Leyland  Cub. 

It  became  apparent  that  the  Leyland  Cub  was  approaching  the  end  of  its  useful  life  and  an 
order  was  therefore  placed  for  a  Ten  Cubic  Yard  Fordson  side  loading  vehicle. 

By  the  end  of  the  year  1,000  houses  had  been  supplied  with  an  individual  covered  kitchen  waste 
container,  with  the  consequent  removal  of  the  communal  bin  from  those  areas  so  supplied.  Every 
effort  is  being  made  to  reduce  the  communal  bins  by  the  supplying  of  individual  containers. 

A  sum  of  ^2,332  was  received  from  the  salvage  operations  throughout  the  year. 

The  following  is  a  comparative  table  showing  tonnage  and  amounts  received  from  the  various 
items  salvaged  : — 

1948  1947 

Weight.  Amount  Received.  Weight.  Amount  Received. 


Tons.Cwts. 

Ors. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

Tons.C 

zvts.  0 

rs. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

Paper  . 

213 

1 

0 

1423 

14 

8 

166 

2 

2 

1088 

8 

9 

Kitchen  Waste  ....  .... 

331 

1 

1 

785 

14 

3 

261 

11 

2 

551 

6 

3 

Bones  . 

1 

5 

0 

7 

3 

4 

1 

8 

2 

8 

6 

5 

Gullet  . 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2 

0 

0 

2 

10 

0 

Textiles  . 

8 

4 

2 

102 

6 

1 

3 

14 

0 

43 

15 

0 

Metals  (Non-Ferrous) 

0 

4 

0 

13 

0 

8 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

553 

15 

3“ 

-£2331 

19 

0 

434 

16 

2  - 

-/J1694 

6 

5 
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Rodent  Control. 

A  full-time  trained  Rodent  Operator  was  employed  during  part  of  the  year  but  had  to  retire 
for  health  reasons.  A  further  untrained  operative  commenced  work  in  November,  and  arrangements 
were  made  for  him  to  receive  the  necessary  training. 

There  was  a  considerable  increase  in  the  number  of  complaints  received  of  infestations  from 
rats  or  mice.  The  aluminium  temporary  bungalows  were  a  constant  source  of  trouble.  The  number 
of  premises  successfully  dealt  with  were  twenty-eight  for  mice  and  twenty  for  rats. 

The  routine  sewer  treatment  in  April  showed  the  presence  of  rats  in  the  sewers  of  this  district 
for  the  first  time  since  sewer  treatment  was  commenced,  consequently  the  entire  sewer  system  was 
baited  and  poisoned  where  necessary.  In  accordance  with  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture’s  recommendations 
a  further  treatment  of  affected  areas  was  carried  out  in  November.  In  addition  to  this,  extensive  baiting 
and  poisoning  was  carried  out  at  the  sewage  works. 

I  am,  Sir,  Mrs.  Kelley  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

H.  CHEETHAM, 

Sanitary  Inspector , 

Cleansing  Superintendent. 


LEYLAND  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


WATER  SUPPLY,  1948. 


Details  of  the  water  consumption  during  1948  are  as  follows  : — 


Domestic 
Trade  (metered) 


For  Year. 
163, 597>°°° 
68,947,000 


Av .  per  day. 
448,211 

188,895 


Average  for 
head  per  day . 

31  gals- 
13  gals. 


232,544,000  637,106 


44  gals- 


The  estimated  population  supplied  for  Domestic  purposes  is  14,490. 

The  number  of  metered  supplies  is  306. 

There  are  13  premises  not  supplied  from  the  public  mains. 

The  trade  consumption  shows  a  decrease  of  8,714,000  galls,  from  1947,  whilst  the  domestic 
consumption  shows  a  decrease  of  14,923,000  gallons. 

A  scheme  for  a  new  18^  trunk  supply  main  from  the  service  reservoirs  into  the  town  is  shortly 
to  be  submitted  to  the  Ministry  of  Health.  # 


A  new  2  11  main  of  length  1,000  ft.  has  been  laid  in  Rhoden  Road,  off  Dunkirk  Lane,  Leyland. 


A  summary  of  maintenance  work,  to  mains  and  fittings,  carried  out  during  the  year  is  given 
below  : — 


Taps  re-washered  and  inspected  . 

Ball  taps  repaired  and  renewed  . 

Repairs  to  stop  taps  and  renewals  . 

Hydrants  renewed  and  repaired  (including  new  ones  fixed) 

Burst  mains  repaired  ....  . 

Burst  service  pipes  repaired . 

New  services  fixed . .  . 

Meters  fixed  or  changed  for  repairs  . 


884 

104 

31 

I? 

15 

33 

35 
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Mains  are  flushed  quarterly. 


Reservoirs  are  cleaned  out  annuafiy. 


There  are  no  waste  detection  meters  on  the  distribution  mains. 


The  question  of  new  bye-laws  is  under  consideration. 


Water  Analysis. 

This  is  carried  out  by  the  Council’s  Consultant  Analysts,  Messrs  Melling  &  Ardern,  of  Manchester. 
Nine  reports  have  been  received  in  respect  of  19  samples  taken  for  bacteriological  examination. 

In  all  cases  except  two,  the  tests  for  the  presence  of  presumptive  B.Coli  proved  negative.  In  the 
two  cases  further  tests,  taken  immediately,  proved  the  supply  satisfactory. 
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Eleven  samples  revealed  residual  chlorine  varying  from  o.oi  to  0.09,  the  average  being  0.03 
( expressed  in  p.p.  million). 

#  This  scheme  was  approved  in  principle  by  the  Ministy  of  Health  in  May,  1949. 

During  the  yrar  the  total  water  taken  from  Thirlmere  and  the  boreholes  was  in  the  proportion 
of  51.6  parts  Thirlmere  to  one  part  borehole.  The  weekly  average  mix  varied  from  one  part  borehole 
to  3.9  parts  Thirlmere  to  one  part  borehole  to  177  parts  Thirlmere. 

The  pH  value  was  determined  on  two  occasions  and  the  results  were  :  7.6  (April),  and  7.0 
(November). 

Typical  bacteriological  and  chemical  analysis  of  the  supply  in  the  distribution  mains  are  set 
out  below  : — 


BACTERIOLOGICAL  ANALYSIS. 

Samples  taken. 

B.  Coli  aerogenes  . 


Prob.  No.  per  100  ccs . 


12th  April,  1948. 

Neg.  in  1  cc.  (5  tubes). 
Neg.  in  10  cc.  (5  tubes). 
Neg.  in  50  cc.  (1  tube), 
o. 


26th  July,  1948. 

Neg.  in  1  cc.  (5  tubes). 
Neg.  in  10  cc.  (5  tubes). 
Neg.  in  50  cc.  (1  tube). 

o. 


CHEMICAL  ANALYSIS. 

»  \ 

Sample  taken  12th  April,  1948. 

Parts  per  100,000 


Total  solids  in  solution .  4.8 

Total  hardness  .  3.0 

Temporary  hardness  .  2.0 

Permanent  hardness  .  I.q 

Combined  chlorine .  . .  0.9 

Toxic  metals  . . . .  . .  nil 

Ammoniacal  nitrogen  (Free  &  Saline  ammonia)  .  nil 

Albuminoid  nitrogen  (Albuminoid  ammonia)  .  0.003 

Nitrous  nitrogen  (Nitrites)  . .  nil 

Nitric  nitrogen  (Nitrates)  .  nil 

Oxygen  absorbed  in  3  hours  at  26.7°  C .  0.050 


F.  D.  HOWE,  M.I.Mun.E., 


Chartered  Municipal  Engineer , 

Engineer  <S?  Surveyor , 

Council  Offices,  LEYLAND. 


